[image: image1.jpg]S5cQutPilgrims

‘‘‘‘‘

—————




SANCTUARY (name)
Our Lady of Scherpenheuvel
Sanctuary Description
History
Basilica founded on the place where a little statue of Our Lady was found in a tree (1304).

This building was an act of thanksgiving by our governors the Duke and Duchess Albrecht and Isabella for the Peace of Westfalen (Munster) in 1648, the end of the 30 year war between Catholics and Protestants. It was run until the French Revolution by the Oratorian Fathers of Phillipus Neri.
Spirituality
Sanctuary dedicated to Our Lady.

Services
Daily masses, Exercises, Meditations, Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Hosts for Pilgrims in “De Pelgrim” hostel and spiritual center, under the direction of the Salvadorian Fathers.
Pilgrimage Routes
Scoutpilgrimage Routes from Antwerp to Scherpenheuvel.

“Grote Trek” every first Sunday of May (57 Km).
Catholic Rite
Roman Catholic. Scherpenheuvel is called the Lourdes of the Low Countries.
General Information
Location
Scherpenheuvel.
Address
Isabellaplein 15 A - 3270 Scherpeneheuvel – Zichem, Belgium.
Phone Number
0032 13 77 14 96.
E-mail
secretariaat@scherpenheuvel.be.
Website
http://www.scherpenheuvel.be/en/.
Facilities
Accommodation
There are several hotels around the sanctuary. Contact address for pilgrims: “Onthaalcentrum De Pelgrim”, Isabellaplein 15 A. 0032 13 35 56 42 or for bookings: steven.blockx@scherpenheuvel.be / 0032 13 35 56 40.
Campsites
There are campsites close to the sanctuary. Use the contact address.
Transports (access by Air)
Zaventem – Brussel National Airport
.

Transports (access by Train)
No train station.
Transports (access by Car/Coach)
The Sanctuary can be easy reach by car. There are several big car parks around the sanctuary.


There are also line coaches from Aarschot, the closesesd train station
.
Transports (inside the City)
Scherpenheuvel is a little town. The best is to park your car on a parking and visit the town and Sanctuary by feet.

Other Facilities
It is interesting to make a combination pilgrimage to Scherpenheuvel and the sanctuary of Our Lady of the Holy Heart, which is in the Abbey of Averbode (distance 7 Km).

Activities’ Resources
Geographic Description
Scherpenheuvel is situated in het “Hagenland” and has little hills in the landscape, like the name of the sanctuary says “Scharp-hill”.

Volunteering Opportunities
---
Spiritual Activities
Exercises, Meditations, Holy Masses, Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, etc..

Cultural Activities
There are a lot of concerts and exhibitions around the sanctuary.
Useful Links
---
Scout Contact Person and Resources
Contact Person
Eric De Cleyn.
Address
---
Phone number
0032 484 90 04 62.
E-mail address
dcerick@hotmail.com.
Scouting Centres
Scouts en Gidsen Vlaanderen, Wilrijkstraat 45 2140 Antwerpen. 0032 3 231 16 20.
Country Information
Visa
No visa required for EU citizens. Schengen Visa needed for non-Europeans.
Languages
Dutch.
Currency
Euro - €.
Time
GMT + 1.
Climate
Moderated climate.
Health
Saint–Joseph Hospital Diest (5 Km).


Emergency
Call number 112 for all emergency services.
Useful Links
---
OTHER / ADDITIONAL Information
---
COMMENTS
---
Responsible for Information
Responsible Person
Werner Fierens.
Phone number
0032 496 53 83 15.
E-mail address
aalmoezenier@scoutsengidsenvlaanderen.be.
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